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The following document is interesting, as exhibiting | 
the state of the finances of Pennsylvania at the com- 
mencement of the present government in 1790. It will 
serve by comparison with the statements of the present 
period, to mark the rapid progress of the State to its 
now flourishing financial condition. 


STATE OF THE FINANCES 
Of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, till Oct. 1st, 1790. 


On the commencement of the present government of 
this commonwealth, bound in all the engagements of 
the former, and by a fundamental article in our own 
constitution, as well as in that of the Union, which in- 
hibits laws to impair contracts; I beg leave to lay before 
the legislature a state of the debts of the common- 
wealth, of their engagements for their discharge, whe- 
ther of principal or interest, the means of discharge, 
and the present appropriation of the revenues, together 
with an enumeration of such as are not specially appro- 
priated, as the present constitution directs that no mo- 
ney shall be drawn from the Treasury but in consequence 
of appropriations made by law. 

Of the Debts of the State. 

When the arms of Great Britain were raised against 
this country, Pennsylvania, then a province, owed few 
debts to individuals. Only two have appeared and been 
settled; the amount of both is inconsiderable; one for 
£15 for repairing arms in 1773; the other for printing in 
1761 to 1764, £3 15.* She had unredeemed of sun- 
dry emissions of bills of credit which were struck, part 
thereof for the defence and other purposes of the late 
province, and part emitted on the faith of the province, 
and lent to certain useful public institutions. The amount 
of the bills unredeemed at the revolution, 1776, were 
£299633 15 0. By acts of March 23d, and May 25th, 
1778, the holders of these bills were called upon to de- 
liver them up within a limited time, now long since 
elapsed, and to receive other bills to the same amount 
in their stead. After the limited time was passed, the 
first mentioned bills were declared to be irredeer;)le 
forever. Under these laws a great many were exchan- 
ged, but there remains unexchanged and escheated to | 
the state the sum of £266439 8 3. | 

The debts due and which liave accrued to the state 
since the commencement of her independence, have 
principally been incurred in the late war. They consist, 

I Of bills of credit emitted for carrying it on, or for | 
paying the interest of debts due for advances, services | 
and supplies therein, together with £50,000 emitted on 
loan. For pay and expenses of the militia and forces of 
the state in the service of the United States, either in 
the federal army in our defence against the British, or 





on the frontiers against the British, and savages; supplies | 


for the federal army in men, money, clothing, military 
stores, provisions, and other purposes. 

Il Of the grant to the late proprictaries in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Ill Of certificates issued in 1780, for provisions for 


the army, per act June 1780, and for horses for the ar- 
my. 





* Certificates of funded debt, as per head II. were is- 
sued for both of these. 
Vo. Il.—7. 





IV Of depreciation certificates, issued for the depre- 
ciation of the pay of the Pennsylvania line in the late 
federal army, of the officers of the hospital and medical 
department, and of the state havy. 

V Of interest notes issued to pay one year’s interest 
to citizens of Pennsylvania on certificates for cash lent, 
services performed, or supplies for the United States. 

VI Of certificates of funded debt, given for debts 
due, where there was not money to discharge them, and 
for all demands against the state authorised by law and 
equity. 

VU Of new loan certificates, issued for certificates of 
debts due by the United Siates to citizens of this state. 

VIII The certificates of depreciation and the funded 
debt under the foregoing heads bear an annual interest 
of six per cent. therefore out of them arises another 
debt. 

1X Of the pensions allowed by the state. 

X Compensations for servants and apprentices enlist- 
ed in the continental army. 

Under the second head is included all demands against 
the state which arose during the war, and which may be 
exhibited before the Ist of January next, together with 
such accounts already settled, as will not be discharged 
in money, the parti¢és being, per act of April Ist 1784, 
and March 1785, entitled to receive such certificates and 
the interest thereof. 

By act of 21st November 1789, no claim against the 
state for articles or supplies of any kind furnished by 
individuals during the late war between the United 
States and the King of Great Britain, net preferred be- 
fore the 1si of January 1791, will be afterwards admit- 
ted or allowed by the state. 

There is another species of expense called claims, 
which cannot properly be arranged under the debts of 
the state, and which is uncertain in its amount, as it de- 
pends on the grants of the legislature at the time, and 
not on accounts adjusted upon fixed principles. The 
sum of £5000 annually is appropriated by act of March 
26th and 28th September 1789, and is constituted as a 
fund for this purpose. It may be worthy the considera- 
tion of the legislature, whether such a fund is not likely 
to beget many improper applications, and whether, after 
the state hatli, by an act of limitation, barred even un- 
settled claims which wculd have been legal, such an in- 
vitation should continue to be held out. 

Besides the foregoing debts, there are the following 
expenses, viz: 

XI The pay and contingent expenses necessary for 
the support of government. 

XII The improvements undertaken for the advantage 
of the citizens, the advancement of learning, wealth, 
and population, in the commonwealth, 

Having thus generally mentioned the debts and ex- 
penses of the commonwealth, I shall state more particu- 
larly the nature and amount of each, the funds upon 
which they respectively rest, and the parts of the for- 
mer which have been redeemed, 

I The bills of credit are of the several emissions, fol- 
lowing, viz. 

1st The resolve money emitted in 1775 and 1776, by 
sundry resolutions, viz: £35,000 per resolutions of as- 
sembly, June 30th, 1775, for pay of associators in ser- 

vice, and to put tHe city and province into a state of 









































OTA Ip ~saplieemeanamieeaal 


34 FINANCES. 


{Avecer 


ee 


defence, of November 30th, 1775, for £80,000 for the 

then present exigencies, and per resolution April 6th, 

1776, £85,000 for the same purpose, £200,000 0 0 
2d. The commonwealth money, emitted 

per act 20th March, 1777, for the defence of 

the state, 200,000 0 0 





£400,000 0.0 
Of these there hath been redeemed as fol- 
lows: Counted and burnt by the committees 
of Assembly, from time to time, 
Of the resolve money, 77461 11 
Of the commonwealth do 91042 10 0 
Of both kinds, 7934 2 5 
Balance outstanding 223562 6 6 
£400,000 0 0 








In an act passed 4th December 17839, it is stated, that 
by act of the 7th of April 1781, all the above bills of 
credit, not then redeemed, were directed to be exchan- 
ged for the bills of credit emitted by the said act of 
April 7th 1781, and the said act of December 4th 1789 
declares, that all of the said bills not brought in and ex- 
changed as aforesaid, on or before the 1st of January 
1791, shall be thenceforth irredeemable. 

Sd. The island money, or emission of bills 
of credit on interest at five per cent. per an- 
num, emitted per act March 25th 1780, for 
procuring provisions for the army, £100,000 0 0 

Of this there hath been redeemed 
as follows, viz: 

Counted and burnt by commit- 


tees of assembly, £99273 5 0 
In the treasury, - - - 5793 
Balance outstanding, to be re- 


deemed, : : . - 66959 
—_———— £100,000 0 0 


The holders of these are entitled by law to payment 
of principal and interest till the time of redemption, at 
the treasury, per act aforesaid. The fund, specially ap- 
propriated to that use, is the sales of the State Islands 
and city lots. 

4th. The dollar money, or bills of cre- 
dit emitted per act of June Ist, 1780, 

teed by Congress per resolution of 
March 18th 1780, upona contingent event 
which did not take place, four tenths of 
which were had immediately by Congress, 
the remaining six tenths by the state, to 
be applied for the public service, 
Of this there hath been redeemed 
as follows, viz: 

Counted and burnt by committees of 
assembly - . $1,391,291 

In the treasury - . 8,387 

The property of the state, in 
the possession of Thomas Smith, 

Reg: - : - - 78,642 
alance outstanding, to be re- 

deemed, and for which the £150, - 

000 loan office, principal and in- 

terest, is appropriated per act of 

17th March 1786, - = 16,680 


—— $1,495,000 00 


$1,495,000 00 


5th, The state money, of which 1.500,000 
were ordered to be emitted per act April 7th, 
1781, for the support of the army, of which 
there wasstruckonly - - - £486,50000 

Of the above there hath been re- 
deemed as follows, viz. 
Counted and burnt by the com- 
mittees of assembly, £461,474 99 
In the treasury, - - 9303 12 4 
Balance, to be redeemed by 
the payments to the land office @ 








of one fourth of the principal and 
interest of the arrears of purchase 
money and interest due for lands 
sold by the late proprietaries be- 
fore the revolution, peracts April 
9th, 1781,and March 29th, 1788, 
and also funded on the arrears of 
state money taxes, viz: the five 
shilling tax, per resolution of as- 
sembly Sept. 21st, 1782; the moi- 
ety of the effective supplies of 
1781, per act June 2list, 1781; 
the additional a of 1781, 
per act June 25th 1781; the first 
and second sinking fund taxes, 
per acts 19th December, 1780, 
and January 31st, 1785; and the 
arrears of continental money tax 
es, receivable at one for 75 pe 
actof April 13th, 1782, 15,71 17 11 


—————— £486,500 0 0 


6th. The paper money, or bills of credit 
emitted per act March 16th, 1785, 2100,000 
thereof for paying interest to the public cre- 
ditors, and /.50,000 constituting the last loan- 








office, i) -i enema < - - £150,00000 
Of this there hath been redeemed as follow, viz; 
Counted and burnt by the com- 
mittees of assembly, 
The first year, 1786, 20,000 00 
2d do. 1787, - - 20,000 00 
Sd do. 1788, - - 20,000 00 
4th do. by David Rittenhouse 
in part, till Nov. 1789, 14027 15 9 


Principal do. of loan-office mo- 

ney, from Nov. 1787 till Novem- 

ber, 1789, : : - 16,530 15 0 
In the hands of Christian Fe- 

biger, Esq. of the loan-office mo- 

ney, punched, - . 5732 7 6 
In the treasury, of 

taxes and imposts, 6755 6 2 
Out of which there 

is due to the late trea- 

surer, which he was 

in advance for the 

state, about 5600 0 0 

1155 6 2 

Balance, of which 1.24,8.17 8 1 

should be redeemed before the 

end of the present year, leaving 

1.27,736 7 6, the remainder, to 

be burnt before the end of next 

ear by the co-operation of the 

oan-office and 120,000 annual 

sinking fund, : » - 2,553 15 7 

— £150,000 0 0 











II. The grant tothe late proprietaries of 
Pennsylvania per act 27th November, 1779, 
amounts to /.130,000 sterling, to be paidthem 
per the said act, and per laws of 9th Febru- 
ary and March 16th, 1785, in annual instal- 
ments of 115,000 sterling; the first payment 
to be made September Sd, 1784, with inter- 
est on those several instalments, per act 
March 28th, 1787, from the time they res- 
pectively become due until paid. .Seven in- 
stalments, equal to /.105,000 sterling, were 
payable the Sd of September, 1790. £120,- 
000 sterling will be due and payable Sept, 
3d next; and the remainder, 440,000 ster- 
ling, will become payable September 3d, 
1792. 

The principal reduced to Pennsylvania 
currency, - oe na £216,666 13 4 
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Of this there is discharged on account 

of what is due and payable, as follows: 
Paid at the treasury at sundry 

times, from 8th February, 1786, 

till Sept. 1790, inclusive, 32,470 6 2 
Interest on the said payments 

till 1st Jan. 1791, - - 5562 43 





38082 10 5 
From which deduct the inter- 
est on the several instalments due 


till January, 1790, —- 34941 13 4 
—)— 090 17 21 
Remains yet to be discharged; 


of which 1171,909 2 11 on in- 
terest from January Ist, 1791 till 
paid, and should be paid imme- 
diately, per the aes 
aforesaid, and so much of the ag- 

te reventies as are necessa- 
ry are, by act of 16th March,1785, 
appropriated for this purpose, 213,575 16 3 


£216,666 13 4 


Ill. Certificates were issued in'1780 for 
horses and provisions for the use of the 
army, of which there remains outstand- 
ing a balance of Amigo es om £1649 13 2 

There are settled, and not paid, toge- 
ther with what part will probably be 
claimed before 1st January next, payable 
in state money of 1781, per resolution of 
assembly 8th April, 1782, about 

Balance, estimated irredeemable, if not 
applied for before the ist of January next, 
per act December 4th, 1789, 


£400 0 0 


1249 13 2 


£1,649 13 2 











Ill. Certificates were directed to be 
issued for depreciation of pay till August 
1780, of the Pennsylvania line in whe late 
army, Officers of the hospital and medical 
department, and the state navy, per acts 
December 18th, 1780, April 10th, 1781, 
April 13th 1782, April 8th 1785, Sept. 
22d 1785 and March 8th 1786, the amount 
of which debt is £627,585 11 4 


_ Of which there hath been redeemed, viz: 
Paid in part in bills of credit 

April, 1781 and in specie, 

about - - - 144,000 00 
Redeemed by the sales of for- 

feited estates, - - 52,196 113 
Do by the sales of lands and 

tity lots, paid into the land-of- 

fice, - ° : 127,199 3 1f 
Escheated to the state per act 

26th March, 1786, 57,540 0 0 
Part of sundry errors, to am’t. 

of 1.9230 12 7, discovered by 

John Nicholson ir the settlement 

of the Auditors, some of which 

were rectified out of their ac- 

counts for pay afterwards, and 

some not yet recovered, 4378 3 0 
Balance outstanding, of which 

such as remained unalienated at 

the time of making the first de- 

mand of interest, per acts March 

21st and Sept. both 1783, ma- 

king about 1.219,000, is on inter- 

est at six cent. per annum, 

payable out of the excise, and 
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which is generally paid up till 
April 10th, 1790; the remainder, 
about 123,271 13 2, generally 
called Unfunded depreciation cer- 
tificates, are on interest at six per 
cent. from the 10th April 1781, 
allowed in payment in the funds 
appropriated for their redemp- 
tion. The funds for sinking the 
alienated part of this debt are, 
the Land office, in common with 
other certificates for lands taken 
up since July 1784, except in the 
late purchase, per acts April Ist 
1784, and October 3d 1788; for 
city lots, per act April 8th 1786, 
exclusively, with the funded part 
of this debt; for forfeited estates, 
per act 18th Dec. 1780, and in 
the same manner for lands north- 
west of the Ohio and Allegheny 
rivers, and south of the donation 
lands in this state, appropriated 
for redemption of the deprecia- 
tion certificates per act March 
12th 1783. The funds for re- 
demption of the principal of the 
Funded depreciation certificates 
are allthe above, in common with 
the unfunded; and in addition, 
they are receivable, in common 
with the Certificates of funded 
debt, fora proportion of three- 
fourths of the arrears of purchase 
money and interest of lands sold 
before the opening of the land 
office in July 1784, per act 
March 29th 1788, and for lands 
in last Indian purchase; per act 
October 3d; 1788 = - 242,271 13 2 





£627,585 114 





V. According to act of Assembly March 

2ist 1783, 300;000 dollars were directed 

to be prepared, to pay the interest on cer- 

tificate of debts of the United States to 

citizens of this state - - - - $500,000 00 
Of this there was not perfect- 

ed or issued, but burnt by a com- ' 

mittee of Assembly - - 133,428 50 
Sum paid out in interest, as di- 

rected by law : - 166,571 50 

—— $300,000 00 


( 











The adove sum to be redeemed brought 
down - - - - $166,571 50 

Of which there hath been redeemed, viz: 

Counted and burnt by com- 
mittees of Assembly - - 166,096 75 

In the Treasury - - 10 00 

Balance outstanding, which 
the possessors were entitled to 
receive out of the supplies of 
1783, per the act aforesaid, 464 75 

$166,571 50 








VI. By acts April Ist 1784 and March 
30th 1785, certificates are directed to be is- 


| sued for all balances due by the state, on in- 


terest from July Ist 1783, except in a few 
particular cases, as directed in the act of 
March 3d 1790, where the interest of the 
certificates to be issued to Messrs. Cox, Va- 
lendigham and Sweringen, is directed to 
| commence September Ist 1783;. and by act 
| of 27th March 1790, where the interest of 
| certificates to be. issued for the acconnts of 
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nine persons is directed to commence Janu- 
sry Ist 1785. The amount of debts for 
which these certificates were issuable, taken 


from a from a former estimate, is — - £226,822 7 9 


Of those there hath been grant- 
ed, to October 1st, 1790 182,309 3 4 
Balance - : . 44,513.45 


_ 





To the above sum unissued, the claims not 
made before the Ist January 1791 will be 
barred and excluded for ever after, accord- 
ing to act November 21st 1789. 

There may, together with the accounts 
already settled and those yet to be rendered 
within the limited time aforesaid, be certifi- 


cates to amount of : - - 18,000 0 0 


Which is a large calculation, and may also 
cover the five and a half years arrears of in- 
terest on those to be issued. 


Already issued as above - : . 182,309 3 4 





£200,309 3 4 


Of these there hath been redeemed as fol- 
lows: 
By the sales of lands and lots, 
paid into the land-office 34,109 69 
Militia certificates received in 
payment of militia fines, 868 13 8 
Balance to be redeemed on in- 
terest at six percent. per annum, 
pee out of the aggregate 
unds appropriated for that and 
other purposes per act March 
16th 1785. The interest hath 
been generally paid on this debt 
till the Ist of January 1790. The 
sinking funds for redemption of 
the principal of the depreciation 
debt also extend to and include 
these, per the same acts, except 
those mentioned therein to be 
appropriated to the other exclu- 
sively - . - 165,331 2 11 








Vil. The new Joan certificates, which 
were issued to applicants on interest at six 
per cent. per annum, the principal to be re- 
deemed March Ist 1796, for a like sum of 
the certificates of debts of the United States 
on interest from the same or equalized dates, 
in pursuance of acts of March Ist 1786 and 


March 28th 1787, amounted to - 1,937,885 15 3 


Before these were excluded 

from redemption by the act March 

27th 1789, there had been re- 

ceived in the land office, 118,813 18 9 
A certificate paid in for militia 

fines by George Woods Esq. 10 3 9 
Balance, which by the act last 

mentioned is to be returned in ex- 

change for the new loan certifi- 

catesunredeemed - 1,519,061 12 9 








By the aforesaid act of March 1786 the in- 
terest was made payabie on the aforesaid 
debt out of the aggregate fund appropriated 
by act of March 16th 1785, and the act 
March 27th 1789 limits the said payment of 
interest to four years. Four years intercst 


therefore, on £1,937,885 15 3, is - 465,092 11 7 


Of this sum there hath been 


paid - - -  - 425,265 8 4 
Those new loan certificates 
hwich were redeemed had gene- 


£226,822 7 9 


£200,309 3 4 


1,937,885 15 3 
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rally less than four years interest 

paid, and many of those which 

were exchanged have also lesscn- 

dorsed. Wherefore, from the best 

estimate I can make, there may 

be deducted from the above, of in- 

terest, which will not be paid of 

the 4 years aforesaid - 9400 0 0 
Balance due, which is payable 

out of the aggregate funds afore- 

said - - - - 30,4273 3 





465,092 11 7 


Vill. The funds of the interest of the ex- 
isting debts of the state, viz. the deprecia- 
tion and funded debt, are already mentioned 
under their principals respectively. The 
annual amount is, Of the funded deprecia- 
tion certificates - . : - 13,140 00 
Of funded debt - 9919 17 4 


23,059 17 4 








IX. The pensions allowed by the state 
are, besides those which were payable to 
officers and privates disabled in the army, and 
which ceased on the Ist of May 1789, per 
act March 27th 1789, but of which there may 
be claimed, about - . > . - 25000 

The following viz. 

The half pay to widows and orphans of 
commissioned officers of the Pennsylvania 
line who died, being in actual service or in 

| captivity, per act March Ist 1780; to widows 
and children of commissioned officers of the 
Pennsylvania flying camp or of state regi- 
ments, who fell in battle or died in captivity, 
their half pay per act of October Ist 1781; 
and to widows and families of officers and 
comes of the militia of this state, who were 
illed, or died of wounds received in the ser- 
vice of this or the United States, such sum as 
the orphans’ court may allow them per acts 
March 20th 1780, and March 27th 1790, not 
to exceed their half pay and rations. There 
cannot be an exact statement of the amount 
of these to be paid in any one year, because 
new objects may and are frequently intro- 
duced, though it might be worthy the consi- 
deration of the Legislature, as it now more 
than seven years since the war hath ended, 
and more than that since the right to and ne- 
cessity of the pension existed, whether the 
applications should not be restvicted to some 
limited time. In the case of the militia it 
may not be an uniform allowance, the quan- 
tum and continuance of the grant depending 
upon a new order of the orphans’ court, and 
the intermarriage of the widow puts a period 
to her demand; however, from the best eom- 
putation I can make, including sundry ar- 
rears, it will require in the next year the 
simof - - -— - . an 

There is alsoa pension decreed by the 
Justices of the Supreme Court, under an act 
of March 6th 1778, making provision for the 
familics of such persons attainted of high trea- 
son, whose estates were thereby forfeited to 
the commonwealth, as should stand in need 
thereof, out of said estates respectively, 
amounting annuallyto - - - -  750¢@ 


3200 0 0 





3525 0 0 





| Until the act of 27th March 1790, the pensions under 
| acts of March 1780 and October 1781 were payable by 
|the county treasurer, owt of the state taxes in their 
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hands. Since that Jaw there is no fund specially ap- 
propriated for these demands, except the militia fines, 
for the widows and families of the officers and privates 
of the militia aforesaid, and they have become unpro- 
ductive and inadequate. The estate of John Roberts 
received by the commonwealth, was sufficiently large to 
cover the pension decreed, but it hath been long since 
applied to the other uses of the state. 

X. The compensation for servants and 
apprentices enlisted in the Pennsylvania line 
in the federal army before 12th March 1777, 
per act of that date, already paid, hath 
amounted to a considerable sum. They are 
payable by the county treasurers out of the 
state taxes in their hands, on the orders of a 
Magistrate and two freeholders, who value 
servant’s time, enquire into the facts of en- 
listment, time of servitude, &c. The estimate 
of these is upon very uncertain ground, but 
set at . - - - - : - 200 0 0 


It is questionable whether the act of Noyember 21st 
1789, which limits other claims not made before Janu- 
ary Ist 1791, will extend to these also, and as the like 
reasons apply here, it merits the attention of the legisla- 
lature, especially as the mode of compensation hath been 
subjected and is liable to abuse. 

XI. Thesupport of government is divided— 

Ist, Into the pay of the officers of government. 

But just entered on a new constitution, 
where there are several new offices, the sa- 

Jaries and allowances for whicli are yet to be 
fixed, any calculation of the annual sum must 
be uncertain; but taking these offices into 
view, and also that the pay of the members 
from this state in Congress is now drawn from 
‘the treasury of the United States, and that 
by the adoption of the new constitution and 
the consequent laws, the offices and salary or 
ay hath ceased of the judge of Admiralty, 
Warden; of the Port, Secretary of the War- 
‘dens, Collector of the Customs, and Ton- 
nage Officer, together with some other laws, 
which diminished the amount of the esti- 
‘mates of former years; also leaving the 
County Lieutenants to be charged with other 
militia expenses, on the fund of the militia 
fines; the annual sum is set at - - 29,000 00 

2. The contingent expenses of govern- 
‘ment. 

Printing, firewood, candies, stationary, 
rents of the land-offices, Judges’ expenses, 
ee of the State house, and a variety of 
other expenses, say - : - - $000 00 

There are some arrears not yet paid of the 
pay and expenses of government, and there 

ath been an anticipation of the revenues for 
this purpose at the treasury, to repay which, 
with the aforesaid, will require about - 10,000 0 0 


38,000 0 0 


X{f. There are sundry improvements undertaken by 
the government for the advantage of the citizens, and 
the advancement of learning, wealth, and population, in 
the commonwealth. 

By an act passed March 15th 
1784, 42,000 dollars, which were 
to have been raised by a lottery, 
were appropriated, one half for 
and towards putting the roads 
leading from the city of Phila- 
delphia to the western parts of 
this state in good order and re- 
pair, the other moiety for im- 
proving the navigation of the 
river Schuylkill. Very little, 


however, was raised from the lot- 
tery. By an act March 3d 1788, 
the moiety for western roads is 
to be applied to repair Jones’s 
lane and other parts between the 
Middle ferry on Schuylkill and 
Lancaster, and the other moiety 
as aforesaid by Council, on con- 
tract or otherwise. Of this mo- 
ney, there is in the treasnry, of 
specie and paper of 1785, - 540 147 
On which fund there are war- 


| rants drawn and not paid 1750 


By an act March 23d 1786, £300 of the 
unappropriated monies of the state were 
thereby appropriated for the purpose of view- 
ing, surveying, and laying out a highway 
from the Lehigh water water gap in North- 
ampton county, to Wyoming. Of this 88/. 
5s. were expended in laying out the road. 
| a or ee 

By an act passed March 26th 1789, 10,000 
poundsannually were appropriated out of the 
aggregate funds of the state for claims, and 
for improvements in the public roads and in- 
land navigation; and by act of 28th Septem- 
ber 1789, the sum of 5000/. thereof annually 
is appropriated for roads and navigation in 
the first instance, not to exceed, for the Sus- 
quehanna and Juniata 2500/ Schuylkill 
1000/7. Delaware and Lehigh 1,500 ° 

By act 27th March 1790, 300/. are grant- 
ed to Reading Howell, compiling a map of 
Pennsylvania, and engraving the bouwnda- 
ries of the state thereon, of which he receiv- 
ed 2002, Remainder - - =+ - 

There have been the following grants of 

lands, for endowing seminaries of learn- 
ing with funds, viz. 
Acres. 





























523 97 


211 150 


5000 0 0 


10000 


10,000 To Dickinson Coll. péract April 1786. 


The same act also appropriated 60,- 
000 acres more for the use of 
schools, out of which there hath 
been granted, 
| 10,000 To the German College and Charity 
| School at Lancaster, per act 
March 10th 1787. 
10,000 To the Protestant Episcopal Acade- 
my, per act 29th March 1787. 
5000 To the Pittsburg Academy, per act 
10th September 1787. 
5000 To the Washington Academy, per 
act 24th September 1787. 
5000 To Reading Academy per act March 
10, 1788. 
5000 To the German Lutheran Congre- 
gation in Philadelphia for a Free 
School, per act 14th Feb. 1789. 
5000 To the German Reformed Congre- 
gation in Philadelphia for their 
Free School, per act September 
, 23d 1789. 
15,000 Remainder. 





70,000 All this is directed to be laid out, 
surveyed, and returned, at the expense 
of the state. The fees of the grants to 
some have been already paid, the ex- 
penses of the remainder may amount to 


350 0 0 





£6185 47 





Having thus gone through all the various 





debts and 


expenses, I proceed to state the revenues of the state, 
and their appropriations, recapitulating the debts adn 
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88 FINANCES. [Aceust 
expenses aforesaid, so as to exhibit the demand, and | March 16th 1785, and 29th March 1788. 
the means of discharge, in one view. The remains of this fund is considerable. 
I. Old Continental Money. The annual proceeds from it may best be 
1st. There is in the treasury a quantity caleulated by aretrospective view of what 
vf old continental money received for it hath yielded in the same state. It may 
taxes; and in exchange, after the emis- be expected to produce, inthe next year, 4000 00 
sions ceased to havea currency, to the woe 
amount of $361,626 18 - - - 135,609 16 3 ; 26,000 0 0 
2d. There is also due for arrears of The balance outstanding in bills of ere- 
taxes laid, and now payable therein, or in dit of April 1781, as before mentioned in 
resolye and commonwealth money, but article 5, under the head of bills of credit ers 
which after the 1st January 1791 will be Me. Eis «2-2 - os 15,721 17 11 


payable only in this, or in bills of credit of 
this state emitted per act June 1780 or 
April 1781, at 1 for 75, per act April 13th 
1782, viz. Arrears of the 5 million, 15 mil- 
lion, 45 million, and the first and second 
eight monthly taxes, allowing for abate- 
ments and exonerations, say - - 900,000 00 
£1,035,609 16 3 


By act of 7th April 1781, the sum of 200,000/. in bills 
of April 1781 were allowed, inter alia, to exchange for 
continental money, at175 for1. If the current value of 
these bills in market should make it the interest of the 
possessors to exchange them in this way, it might bring 
out more of the state money again, to be redeemed by 
the state. It may therefore be worth the consideration 
of the legislature, as Pennsylvania is not separately en- 
gaged for the redemption of the continental bills of cre- 
dit, whether that part of the act of April 7th 1781 
should not be repealed. Since the quota by Congress 
requested of this state in the sinking fund, for redeem- 
ing the whole of the emissions of bills of credit, hath 
been fully paid, these bills on hand and the above taxes, 
so far as paid therein, are released from appropriation. 
Had other states also paid their quotas to the fund afore- 
said, the market price would have been raised for these 
bills as the demand for them increased, and quantity out 
decreased, until Pennsylvania might have thrown them 
again into circulation with advantage. By this means 
other states would have gotten and redeemed them, and 
at this day there would not have been one of them out 
to have reproached the credit of the United States. 
The quantity unredeemed by Congress of these emis- 
sions is about 85 millions; and by their act of August 
4th 1790, a choice is afforded the holders focal ta 
subscribe them into a fund, and in lieu thereof receive 
two certificates, amounting together to one hundredth 
part of the amount of the sum subscribed; one of which, 
for two-thirds, shall bear an annual interest of six per 
cent. payable quarterly from and after the lst January 
1791; the other, for one-third, to bear a like inte- 
rest, to commence with the year 1800. The question lies 
before the legislature whether they will, in behalf of 
this state, accept the offer for such of these bills as they 
hold, or keep them for a better. The annual interest 


receivable at present upon what are in the treasury, if | 16th 1785. See head VIII. before - 


loaned as above, would be about 145 dollars. 
Ik. Of State Money. 
ist. The arrears of the five shilling tax, 
of the moiety of the effective supplies of 
1781, the additional supplies of 1781, the 
first and second sinking fund taxes, and 
fines in the first class tax, after deducting 
abatements and exonerations, may be esti- 
a ee ee 
Pore therein, or in bills of June 1780, 
April 1780, April 1785, or in specie, per 
the acts in which they are laid, and act of 
16th March 1785. 
2d. The one-fourth of the arrears of _ 
hase money and interest of lands sold 
the declaration of independency, 
payable in bills of April 1781, bills of 
March 1785, or specie, per acts April 1781,. 


£22,000 0 0 


| 


| there will be to be paid inthe next - 


Of the balance beforementioned (see 
head III.) there may be probably claimed 
before January 1791, for certificates is- 
sued for horses and provisions in 1780, say 400 0 0 

Surplus - -+- - - - 9878 241 


26,000 0 0O 
pn 





After these are redeemed and discharged, the re- 
mainder of these revenues will be released from appro- 
priations, except so far as the dollar money, if not re- 
deemed by other funds, may be paid in discharge of the 
state money taxes. 

ll. The Aggregate Fund, per Act March 1785. 
1st. The arrears of taxes, payable in spe- 
cie or bills of the emission of 1781, per the 
acts under which they were respectively 
laid, and act of 16th March 1785, viz. the 
supplies of 1782 and 1783, the funding 
taxes of 1785, 1786, 1787, 1788, and 1789, 
allowing for abatements and exonera- , 
tions, about ° . wi. e,2 - 225,000 09 
2d. A balance due by Francis Wade, 
for which a deposit hath been made by 
him to the late treasurer, the same being 
part of the bills of credit emitted March 
1785, which were delivered to him to sign, 
and not returned, besides interést, princi- 





a5 Beye oy 2750 00 
3d. The arrears of the impost duties 
from November 1784 till August 1789, 
other than the protecting duties, estimat- 
ed at - Siete 5A - 4500 00 
4th. The annual tax upon property for 
the year 1791, per act March 16th 1785, “ 
which was remitted for the year 1790, per 
act December 8th 1789 - - = 76,945 17 6 
309,195 17 6 


Deficient - - - - $0,152 11 3% 


339,348 8 9% 





These are charged as follows, viz. 

1st. With the annual interest of the 

certificates of funded debt, per act March 
9919 17 4 

But.there is one year in arrears; so that 


2d. The residue of the interest, paya- 
ble on the new loans, per acts March 1st 
1786, and March 27th 1789, to complete 
four years. See VII. before - - 
3d. The annual sum of the bills of cre- 
dit of 1785 to be redeemed, 
per act 16th March 1785. 
Partof1789 - - - 
For 1790 : - 
For 1791 - - 


30,427 33 


4816 18 1 
20,000 00 
20,000 00 





44,816 18 1 
If payment of the quotas of the /50,- 

000 loan-office be compelled, the whole of 

the 420,000 for 1791 will not be necessa- 


oth The balance of the interest notes 


- 


9919 17 4. 
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payable out of the supplies of 1783, per 

act March 1783, $464 75 - - - 
5th. The debt to the late 

proprietaries (see head II. of 

debts aforesaid) principal 

due Jan. Ist, 1791, £171,909 2 11 
Interest on 1.171,909 2 11 

for 1791, as it is not proba- 

ble it will be paid in less than 

one year, and the interest 

should be provided within 

the time, 10,3,14 10 11 
Instalment falling due 

September 3d, 1791, 


25,000 0-0 
Ditto 3d, 1792, 


16,666 13 4 


6th. This sum appropriated for the sup- 
port of government, per act March 26th, 
We te a Se 

7th. To thissum appropriated by the 
same act for claims and improvements, 
410,000; but 75000 thereof was by act 
of 28th Sept. 1789, specially appropriated 
to the improvement of roads and inland 
navigation, ° : < 3 3 
8th. The appropriation aforesaid for 
roads, &c. per act 28th September 1789, 

9th. The compensation to servants, per 


head X 


FINANCES. 
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4th. Tavern and marriage licenses, ap- 


174 5 74 | propriated first specially to pay the sala- 


223,890 7 2 


10,000 0 0 


5,900 0 0 
5,000 0 0 
200 0 0 





339,348 8 9 
IV. The Arrears of Provincial Taxes, and of 


the Moiety of 
the effective supplies of 1781, and fines 
in the second class tax, estimated, after 
abatements and exonerations, at 
These are not specially 
appropriated, except the 
arrears from Northumber- 
land county, per resolution 
March 1784, to repair a road 
leading from Conrad Minicks 
to Sunbury, about - 
And the supplies of 1781, 
to repay an anticipation on 
the other revenues for an 
advance made to James 
Mease, Esq. per resolution 
March, 1784, beyond the 
sum received in this tax, 620 810 
Balance unappropriated 7179 11 2 


200 0 9 





8000 0 0 


8000 0 0 


————-_ <-——- 





V. The Revenues for Support of Government, are 


1st. The duties on sales at auction, per 
sundry acts, appropriated per act April 
13th, 1782. 

tn the last three years these produced 
£5020. The average therefore, for one 
year, is - - - . 

2d. The tax on pleasurable carriages, 
appropriated per act 20th March, 1783. 
The collections which have been made of 
this tax have in many instances, by the col- 
lectors and county treasurers, been applied 
to the other taxes; the payments therefore, 
on that account, for former years will not 
afford proper data for estimation. It is 
probable in one year there may be collect- 
ed therefrom, including arrears, 


3d. The tax on writs, appropriated per 


act 20th March, 1783. The amount re- 
ceived on this account for the last three 


yearsis 1.3950. The average thereot, for 
one year, is . - . 


1675 0 0 


2000 0 0 


1315 0 0 


ries of the judges per act 25th March 1785. 
The amount received on this account for 
the last three years is 19364. The aver- 



















































age thereof for one year is - ‘ 3120 00 
5th. For this sum annually out of the 
general funds, appropriated per act March 
26, 1789, - ou te - 10,000 0 0 
6th. Fees of the land officers, per acts 
of April 8th, 1785, continued by sundry 
other acts, and appropriated per act 26th 
March, 1789. The amount thereof receiv- 
ed for three years, adding the salary and 
allowance for clerks paid thereout, is 
1.13,866. The average whereof, for one 
year, is - - - - 4620 0 0 
7th. The fees received in the office of 
the Secretary of the Supreme F.xecutive 
Council by sundry laws, appropriated per 
act March 26th, 1789. 
There hath been received on this ac- 
count, adding the salary paid thereout, for 
three years, 1.3068. The average of which, 
for one year, is - - - 1020 0 0 
8th. The annual amount 
of the 150,000 loan office, 
appropriated per act 26th 
March, 1789. The remain- 
ing principal is /.27,654 4 5. 
The interest whereof, for 
one year, is £1659 5 9 
There hath been 1.6581- 
19 4 paid into the treasury 
of interest money. About 
1.40,000 were lent in 1785, 
1.10,000 in 1786, afterwards 
kept out at. interest by re- 
lending as fast as paid in, till 
the act Novr. 27th, 1787. 
From December, 1788, till 
June, 1788, there was paid 
in, of principal, /.6,392 7 6; 
from September, 1778, till 
July, 1789, 1.7444 1 6; from 
September till November 
1789, 1.2776 19 1; and from 
thence till September 1790, 
inclusive,/.5732 76. Where- 
fore the arrears of interest 
due till January, 1791, are 
about, - - 6400 0 0 
From this deduct remain- 18059,5,0 
der of /.1000 appropriated 
to repairs of the bank at 
Mud-Island, per act April 2d 
1790, 499 13 5 
—————— 7559 11 7 
Deficient, - . : 6690 8 § 
Amount of the pay and expenses of 
government and arrears, per head XI. 38,000 0 0 
VI. The Excise. 
The amount received in the treasury for 
the last three years is 133,597. The aver- 
ageforoneyearis - - - + 11,20000 
Balance; but there are arrears of former 
years outstanding, sufficient to make itup, 1940 0 0 
13,140 0 0 


Appropriated per acts March 21st and 
September 20th, 1783, and March 16th, 
1785, to discharge the annual interest of 
the funded depreciation certificates, (see 
debts, head III. and interest, head VIII.) 


13,140 0 0 
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a0 FINANCES. [Aveusr 
Vil. The £150,000 Loan-Office. The fund for claims - 500000 
There remains undischarg- Remainder to be applied 
ed yet of quota money, about 13,000 0 0 asdirectedby law - - 3338 50 
Interest till January 1791, £14,523 9 7 
about - - - - 7,20000 ——— 
re —— 20,200 0 0 XII. Of the Unappropriated Revenues. 
This is appropriated to the 1st. The old 8000/. loan office, of which 
redemption of the bills of there remains, principal and interest, about 800 0 0 
credit dated June Ist, 1780, 2d. Court fines, of which there hath 
with imterest, see article 4, been received in the last three years 6651. 
under the head of debts the average thereof, for one year, is - 22000 
I. Prmcipals 16,680 dol- 3d. The balance due from individuals 
lars, equal - - - 6255 0 0 on settlements of old accounts. Although 
Interest at five per cent. there will be considerable sums which can- 
per atinum, estimated at ten not immediately be recovered, yet there 
years from June Ist, 1780, are debts not reducible to any of the 
part being stamped one year classes of revenue appropriated, which 
a Spy ie oe 4. SRS S it is expected will be recovered in the 
Surplus, - - ~- 10,817 100 next year, to amount of oy te, OD 
——— _20,2000 0) 4th. The arrears of the protecting du- 
—————= | ties or imposts, say 1500 0 Q 


‘VII. The Prineipalof the 1.50,000 Loan-Offce. 


“There remains outstanding of quota mo- 
ney, the last of which will be payable in 
April 1798, - - - - 

This is appropriated as a 
sinking fund, in aid of the 
120,000 per annum, to ex- 
pedite the redemption of 
the bills of credit, March 
1785, see article 6, under 


head of debts 1. - 7,736 17 6 
Surplus, - - 19,917 6 ll 


The land not sold or granted in the state 
of Pennsylvanla, in the old purchase, at 
210 per 100 acres, in the new at 120 
per 100 acres. The lots and reserved 
or appropriated tracts, together with ar- 
rears of principal and interest of lands 
granted and not paid for, the aggregate of 
which is more than sufficient toredeem the 
debt of the state. It may be estimated, 
that on an average 135,000 per annum 


"principal will be received in the land office. 


When the debt shall be redeemed, the re- 
mainder of this fund is unappropriated. 
135,000 per annum, for eleven years and 
six months, is 
Principal of the deprecia- 
tion debt, perhead IV. 242,271 13 2 
Do of funded debt, per 
do. VI. - - - 165,331 211 





27,654 4 5 


27,654 4 5 
IX. The General Sinking Fund. 


407,602 16 1 


407,602 16 1 


X. Ist. The Fund for Roads and Inland Naviga- 


tion, created by 
act of September 28th 1789, 
out of fund of 10,0007. 


for claims and improve- 
ments, taken out of the ag- 
revenues per act 


March 26th 1789, annually 5000 0 0 
2d. And there is in the 
thereofabout - 4000 0 0 
3d. And of the lottery 
as aforesaid - - - $23.97 





XI. The remainder of the revenues for 
claims as aforesaid - - - 


Charged with sundries 
per head XII. of debts and 


expenses, - - «+ 6185 47 


9523 97 


5000 0 0 





14,523 9 7 


5th. The certificates of debts of the 
United States. 
Great exertions have been 
already made by the gene- 
ral government for the dis- 
charge of the interest of the 
certificates of their domes- 
tic debt, and there is there- 
of, the property of this state, 
agreeably to act of April 1st 
1784, and sundry subsequent ’ 
acts, received into the land 
office, till the 20th Novem- 
ber 1789, when by act of 
that date they were no lon- 
ger receivable, the sum of 328,813 12 10 
There were also received 
of new loan certificates, per 
act March 1786, till 27th 
March 1789, when by act 
of that date they were ex- 
cluded; and for which this 
state have an equal sum of 
continental certificates, 118,813 18 9 
By resolution of Assem- 
bly, William Scott was al- 
lowed to pay in discharge 
of a debt, a certificate of a 
debt of the United States, 
on interest from Ist Octo- 
ber 1780 - - - 90 82 
A certificate received from 
George Woods, Esq. taken 
for militia fines, interest 
from January 1st 1784 
There also was received 
a certificate for a debt due 
by the United States to Da- 
vid Thompson, forfeited to 
this state by his attainder for 
treason, on interest from the 
Ist of August 1777, to amt. 
of - 


10 39 


60 13 6 





447,788 17 0 
According to act of Congress of the 4th 


of August 1790, this state may, by conti- . 


nuing non-subscriber to the new loan 
thereby constituted, receive a sum equal 
to four per cent. the next year on this 
sum, and rest on such further provision 
as may be made for the future, retaining 
the evidences of the debts undiminished; 
or by subscribing the evidences she pos- 
sesses, she may receive new certificates of 
said loan, two-thirds of which she will be 
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entitled to receive the annual interest of 
at six per cent. and the other third to bear 
no interest till the year 1800, when an an- 
nual interest of six per cent. will be de- 
mandable thereon also. 

‘The question awaits the decision of the 
legislature, whether Pennsylvania shall 
thus subscribe, and lose ten years interest 
of one-third of the debt, or whether the 
state shall rely on the fulfilment of the ob- 
ligations of the United States. As the in- 
terest payable in either case will be the 
same for the next year, it ishere stated, viz. 

6th. The interest paid in 
cash by the state on the new 
Joan certificates per act 
March 1786, is peract March 
1789 to be settled and re- 
paid in indents of interest, 
commonly called facilities, 
the four years interest, see 
debts, head VIl.is - 465,092 11 7 

There was also relinquish- 
ed by sundry persons on new 
loan certificates for arrears 
of interest, which operates 
to the credit of the state 329 15 4 


465,422 6 11 
There hath been paid to 
the United in indents, in- 
cluding state  treasurer’s 
commissions $220,673 80, 
equalto - - - 82,677 13 3 


Residue, for which an 

equal sum in indents are 

either on hand or to be re- 

ceived, as the certificates 

are exchanged : 382,744 13 8 

The interest due on the con- 

tinenta! certificates received 

in the land office till 31st De- 

cember 1787, to which time 

interest is payable in indents 

thereon by the U. States 103,910 16 -9 
Ditto on the certificate in 

favour of Wm. Scott afore- 

said - . ° . 39 6 6 
Ditto on ditto in favour of 

David Thompson - - 3718 4 
Ditto on that received of 

George Woods - - 2 810 
The interest due on new 

loan certificates redeeemed 

by the land office, for which 

the state hath an equal 

amount of the principal and 

interest in certificates of 

debts of the United States, 

and are in like manner enti- 

tled to receive the indents 

til] Slst December 1787, 31,392 6 4 





518,127 10 5 

This amount is, by the act of Congress 
of 4th of August 1790, allowed to be fand- 
ed on an interest of three per cent. until 
paid, and the subject requires the direction 
of the legislature. As they bore no inter- 
est at all before, it is hardly to be doubted 
but that they will be thus funded. Whe- 
ther they may or may not, so far forth as 
indents have not been drawn thereon, the 
interest to be received in the next year 
will be the same. Interest at three per 


GN Sh 0s S50 
Vou. Il, 8 


7th. There is also three years arrears 
of interest from January 1788 till January 
1791, on the amount of the continental 
certificates, the property of the state, on 
which three percent. will be demandable 
from the United States the next year, if 
non-subscribers, and funded at three per 
cent. per annum, if subscribers to the new 
loan of the United States, which is equal 


per annum to 2418 1 1 


£39,893 8 7 
17,911 11 0} By anact of Congress June 6th 1788, 
authorizing the late board of treasury to 
dispose of a certain tract of land on Lake 
Erie, the property of the United States, 
and an act of this state, by which the dele- 
gates of Pennsylvania then in Congress 
were duly authorized to make the pur- 
chase for the state, on the 7th of July, in 
the year aforesaid, the following terms 
were proposed by fhe said delegates, and 
by the board of treasury thus authorized 
accepted on the 28th of August 1788: “ To 
pay for the same at the rate of three- 
fourths of a dollar per acre, payable in 
gold or silver, or in public securities of 
the United States, bearing interest, when 
the quantity is ascertained by actual sur- 
vey, in the manner prescribed by a resolu- 
tion of Congress of 7th June 1788.” The 
survey hath been made, and will shortly 
be returned, when, according to the terms 
of contract, payment must be made. The 
directions of the legislature for this pur- 
pose willbe necessary. Agreeable to the 
contract, it may be paid for in gold or sil- 
ver, in the non-subscribed debt (in which 
case three years interest must be given up) 
in subscribed six per cent. stock, (leaving 
the deferred debt, which is not yet on in- 
terest, non-receivable) or it may be dis- 
charged in certificates granted for indents 
bearing an annual interest of three per 
cent. the market price of which is now 
higher than the prices of the non-sub- 
scribed species of certificates were at the 
time of making the said purchase. The 
quantity is 202,187 acres, ‘shich, at Ss. 
74d. per acre, is £56,865 1 104 at three 
per cent. if paid therein, to be deducted 
from the annual interest receivable above, is 1705 19 0 
Balance . - - : 38,187 9 7 
The interest of this state, and the secu- 
rity of the titles of future purchasers un- 
der them, makes the perpetuating the evi- 
dence of this purchase a matter of very 
great moment. It appears to consist in the 
proposals made by the state as aforesaid, 
which are with the United States, and a 
letter of the board of treasury accepting 
the offer, without reciting what that offer 
was. If both these originals were duly re- 
corded, and such other means as the wis- 
dom of the legislature might suggest taken 
to confirm and perpetuate evidence of the 
sale and the terms, it might save confusion 
and trouble hereafter. 
8th. After the first of January 1792, this 
state will, according to act of Congress of - 
4th August 1790, be entitled annually to 
receive from the United States the inte- 
rest upon one-third of 220,000 dollars at 3 
per cent. and of the two-thirds of the re- 
maining two-thirds of the sum aforesaid at 
15,543 16 6! six per cent. so far as that sum shall not 








42 FINANCES. 


fAvars? 


ee AC Ct ttc ttt tata 





have been subser:bed to the new loan of 
the United States in ceit ficates of debts 
of this state. The pait that may be sub- 
scr bed will exonerate the state fiom the 
interest thereof at sx per cent, which 
would be a larger demand on the same ca- 
pital The sum of 55u/ 8d. of the state 
d-bt hata already been subscri‘ed. vet, as 
itis presumable | ttle n.ore will be added, 
I set down the sum payable annually by 
the United States, »fier the year 1791, 
$81,606 8), equal - - - - 
The surplus unappropriated of the tax- 
es, per head Il. of revenue, after redeem- 
ing the b.lls of cred.t of April 1781 > , 9878 21 
‘The surplus of the eflective supplies of 
1781, provincial taxes, and fines in the 2d 


20,625 00 





It must be a governing principle of the legislature of 
|a free state, representing fully the people avd. partici- 
| pating of their burthens, to make those burthens as light 
and casy as circumstances will admit. This surplus of 
| una! proprated revenue, therefore, so near'y agreeing 
| with the amount of the anual direct tax upon the peo- 
| ple, will probably be taken tosupply the place of the 
other, and the law directing the whole of that tax either 
| repealed or suspended. 


| X!IL. The Balance due from the United States. 
| Although this might be arranged under the head of 





| unappropr'ated revenues, yet I c..ose to make a separate 

one of i, because it will not be so immediately produc- 
| tive, and will not meet or supply the necessities of the 
/next year, but, by being added to the aggregate fund, 
|may serve as a remainder therein, when other parts 


class tax, see head IV. of the revenues 7800 0 0 | thereof shall have been exhausted. 


The surplus of the 150,0007. loan office, 
see head VII. of revenues - - 
The surplus of the principal of the 50,0007 
loan office, see head VAIL. of the revenues, 19,917 6 11 


10,817 10 0 


| Most of the debts with which the 
| State is now encumbered, and all the 
| great sums raised and paid, or ex- 
| pended for the United States here- 


ee | tofore, from time to time, since the 
$117,225 8 7 year 1775, are chargeable to their 


These monies being un- 
appropriated, are at the fu- 
ture disposal of the leg’sla- 
ture. As the monies aris- 
ing from the sales of city 
lots and State island have 
been applied to the general 
purposes of the state, it will 
remain hereout to make 
provision for restoring the 
anticipation, by paying the 
principal and interest to any 
holders of the remainder of 
the bills of credit, (see 3d 
article of debts, head I.) 
who may apply - - 

The pensions allowed by 
the state, per head 1X. of 
debts, are also to be pro- 
vided for - = ° 

The deficieney of the re- 
venues for support of go- 
verniment the present year. 
owing to the arrears charg: 
ed on the currentfund, wid 
require per head V. of re- 
venues digt, aaead. 

‘The aggregate fund, in'o 
which will naturally be 
thrown the res:due of the 
revenues; Ist, because these 
revenues principally arise 
from imposts, which, when 
in the hands of the state, 
were a part of the same 
fund; und next, because 
from it the debts of the state 
are to be discharged, and 
other funds are to bz kept 
up, but more espec ally as a 
part of these are by the 
United States given ex- 
pressly for this purpose. 
This fund being diminished 
by the change in the govern- 
ment of the union, and 
charged with new appro- 
ee is deficient, per 

ead of revenues IIT. 

Balance in favour of the 
revenues - : - 76,188 3 2 


669 59 


3525 00 


6699 85 


30,152 11 3 








|account. The amount of our claims 


made are,——In Specie, : . 
Jn Continental Money, 


$10,642,403 45 
47,010,138 00 











When all these payments are reduced to specie, and 
the account charged with advances made to Pennsylva- 
nia from time to time by the United States, to amount of 

| upwards of two millions of dollars, it is expected a ba- 

| lance of about ten million of dollars specie of principal 

| will appear in our favour; and that the interest account, 

| equalizing the dates, will average about ten years back 
fiom the Ist of January 1792, 


By acts of Congress of November 1777, October 
1779, February 1782, and others, this interest is at six 
per cent. per wnnuin, which would yield the sum of 
6009,000 dollars arrearsof interest. By the act of Con- 
gress of August Sth 1790, this debt may be funded 
within one vear after settlement, as the other debts of 

| the United States are, by act of August 4th preceding. 
Although by t: at mode ten years interest would be lost 
to the state on one third of the principal, yet the advan- 
tage of receiving an interest of three per cent. on so 
large an arrear of interest will more than counterbalance. 
Tinere can be only one bad effect, it fixes a principle; 
which in future may open another loan for the debts and 
engagements not more solemnly contracted nor more 

| binding than the present, and afterwards another, and 

| even others, each still less and less; for if aught can be 

taken either from principal or interest, on the same prin- 

| ciple any other part of either may be taken away. 

| The annual interest of two thirds of 10 

| millions, viz: 6666666 dols. 67 at 6 per cent. $400,000 

| The annual interest of 6 millions at 3 per 

LCG IGS ee Se Me 





180,000 








Dollars per annum, 580,000 

‘These accounts are now adjusting by the commission- 
ers appointed by the United States for that purpose. 

The sum of 1.550 0 8 is entered of the debts of this 
state, to be funded by the United States, according to 
their act of August 4th 1790. Whatever sums may be 
thus subscribed will be chargeable per said act to this 
account, together with the payments to Pennsylvania on 
account of the interest of the 2,200,000 dollars before 
mentioned. 

The finances of the state are much embarrassed by 
the remains of the emission of bills of credit of 1785, 
none of which have been burned, and little thereof re- 
deemed since November 1789. If the Treasurer, in 
conformity to the engagements of the state, would not 
re-issue, but keep in his hands for burning the monies 


£117,225 8 7 | which he receives from the general funds, till the /24,- 


800 in arrears are burnt, and then in the next year, out 
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of the revenues that first come in for that year in those 
bills, keep the sum directed by law to be burnt in the 
ensuing year, which with the loan office completes the 
whole sum emtted, the knowledge that these bills were 
not to be ae would not only induce those who 
owe the state to be speedy in getting this money, and 
paying it w ile obtainable below par, by which means 
the collection of the revenues would be promoted, but 
the diminution of the quantity, with concurrent circum- 
stances, would ina few weeks appreciate its value, to 
such a degvee, that the payments to the treasury would 
come in mixed with hard money. The bills of this emis- 
sion, which should be received on account of the other 
revenues for the support of government, mgt by these 
means very shortly be exchanged in the treasury for 
specie, which would be received in the general reve- 
nues, until the whole emission, without any obstruct on 
to government or alteration of the systems or engage- 
ments of the state, should be redeemed. On the first 
of April next, this state will be entitled to receive up- 
wards of 185)0 in specie from the United States, being 
one quarter’s pavinent of interest as aforesaid, which 
will aul the execution of this measure. 

I shall have the honor shortly of laying before the le- 
g’slature a full state of the taxes in the several counties, 
exh biting where the arrears thereof lie. ‘the deficien- 
cy of payinent in due time hath been caused, partly, by 
the exorbitancy of the demand. The sum of /.420,000 
and upwards in direct taxes in one year exceeded the 
abilities of the good people of Vennsylvania to pay, and 
with other large taxes have been long a heavy lo.d on 
many of the citizens, Another cause was, that until 
lately the laws were not efficient, nor adequate to the 
purpose of compelling payment, where compulsion was | 
requisite. Tne collectors were only authorised to ask, 
not empowered to compel payment 
been amended, these difficulties will not exist in future, 


and greater collections may consequently be expected. | 


Respectfully submitted, JOHN NICHOLSON. 
Comptroller-General’s Office, 
December 11th, 1790. g 
A SKETCH OF WILLIAM BRADFORD. 
F;om Thomas’s History of Printing. 

Witiram Braprorp, was the first printer who set- 
tled in this colony, (Pa ) He was the son of William 
and Anne Bradford, of Leicester, England, at which 
place he wasborn. He s@rved his apprenticeship in 
London, with Andrew Sowles, printer, in Grace Church 
street, and married his daughter Elizabeth. Sowles was 
intimately acquainted with George Fox, a shoemaker of 
Nottingham; and the founder of the English sect of 
Quakers. Sowles was one of this sect, and printed for 
the society. Bradford adopted the principles of the 
Quakers, and was among the first emigrants from Eng- 
land to Pennsylvania in 1682, or 1683, and landed at the 
spot where Philadelphia was soon after laid out, before 
a house was built. The next year his wife arrived. 

At what place he first settled is :ather uncertain; but, | 
it was, as he expresses it, “near Philadelphia.” The 
Swedes had begun acolony in Delaware as early as 
1626, and made a settlement at Chester, now a part of 
Pennsylvania. The Dutch conquered the Swedes and 
attached Delaware to the government of New York. 
By agreement with the Duke of York, Penn, after his 
arvival, assumed the government of Delaware, and uni- | 
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ton, but may indifferently serve all places adjacent. By 
Daniel Leeds Studentin Agriculture.  Vrinted and Sold 
by William Bradford, near Philudelok‘a in Peansilvan-a 
pro Anno 1687.” ‘This is a sheet alinanac, in twelve 
compartmeits, for the twelve months; the year beg’ns 
with March and ends with February, as was usual in the 
seventeenth century. At the bottom of the sheet isan 
explanation of the «lmanac,an account of the eclipses 
for the year; courts and fairs at Burlington and Philadel- 
phia, and short rules in husbandry. 

It appears that at the time Bradford printed this alma- 
nac* he lived ‘‘near Philadelphia,” and Chester, ag I 
have said, was near this city.T 

In 1689, Bradford lived in the city. I possess a quar. 
to pamphlet by Georg: Keith, respectingthe New Eng- 
land churches, printed by Bradford in Philadelphia that 
year. It is the oldest book I have seen, printed in the 
city. 1 have another pamphlet, of seventy four pages 
printed by him in 1699, entitled, ‘*A Refutation of ‘Three 
Opposers of Truth, by plan Evidence of the Holy 
Scriptures, viz. Pardon Tillinghast, B. Keeeh, and Cot- 
ton Mather; and a few Words of a Letter to John Cot- 
ton. By George Keith.”—Dnprint ‘Philadelphia, Print- 
ed and Sold by William Bradford Aino 169J.” T have 
another quarto pamphlet, of seventy two pages, written 
by George Keith, entitled, ‘*A Serious Appeal toall the 
more Sober, Impartial and Judicious People of New Eng: 
land to whose Hands this may come.” It is a vindica- 
tion of the Quakers from the attack of Cotton Mather, 
&e. “Printed and Sold by William Gradford, at Philadel. 
phia in Pennsylvania, in the year 1692.” 

In the year 1692, much contention prevailed among 
the Quakers, in Philadelphia, and Bradford took an ac- 
tive partin the quarrel. George Keith, by birth a Scotch- 
man, a man of good abilities and well educated; was 
surveyor general in New Jersey; and the Society of 
Friends in this city employed him in 1689, as the super- 
intendent of theirschools. Keith, having attended this 
duty nearly two years, became a public speaker in their 
religious assemblies; but being, as the Quakers asserted, 
of a turbulent and overbearing spirit, he gave them 
much trouble; they forbade him speaking as a teacher, 
or minister in their meetings; this, and some other irri- 
tating circumstances, caused a division among the 
Friends, and the parties were violently hostile to each 
other. Bradford’ was of the party which was attached 
to Keith, and supported him: their opponents were the 
majority. Among them were the Lieutenant Governor 
Lloyd, and most of the Quaker magistrates. Keith and 
Thomas Budd wrote against the majority, and Bradford 
published their writings. 

Keith was condemned in the city meetings, but he 
appealed to the general meeting of the Friends; and, 
in order that his case might be generally known and 
understood, he wrote an address to the Quakers, which 
he caused to be printed, and copies of it to be dispersed 
among the Friends, previous to their general meeting. 
This conduct was highly resented by his opponents; the 











* A copy of this almanac is now in the library of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

+ It has been suggested that Bradford first settled at 
Kensington, about two miles to the eastward of Phila- 
delphia, on the banks of the Delaware; at which place 
there were, at that time, two or three houses, and where 
remained the great oak tree, under which William Penn 


ted it, in matters of legislation, with Pennsylvania. The | held a treaty with the Indians, until the Sth of March 
general assembly was holden at Chester, and this bo-/| 1810, when it was overthrown by atornado. Proud, in 
rough became, for a time, a place of consequence. {t| his history of Pennsylvania, observes in a note, “The 
is probable that Bradford resided there until Philadel-| Quakers had meetings for religious worship, and for the 
phia assumed the appearance “f a city; he might, how- | economy of their society, as early as the fore part of the 
ever, have set up his press at Burlington, which is but | year 1681, at the house of Thomas Fairlamb, at Shaka- 
eighteen miles distant from Philadelphia, and was then | maxon, near or about the place where Kensington now 
the capital of New Jersey. The first work printed by | stands, nigh Philadelphia.” This fact renders it, in a 
Bradford, which has reached us with a date, is, “An Al- | degree, probable, that Bradford did settle at Kensing- 
manac for the year of the Christian account 1687, Parti-| ton. The creck at the north end of the city is known 
cularly respecting the Meridian and Latitude of Burling: | to this day by the Indian name Shakamazxon. 
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address was denominated seditious, and Bradford was 
arrested and imprisoned for printing it. The sheriff 
seized a form containing four quarto pages of the types 
of the address; he also took into his custody a quantity 
of paper, and a number of books, which were in Brad- 
ford’s shop, with all the copies of the address which he 
could find. The civil authority took up the business; 
and, as Keith and Bradford state the facts, they who per- 
secuted them in the religious assemblies, condemned 
and imprisoned them by civil process—the judges of 
the courts, being the leading characters in the meetings. 
Several of Keith’s party were apprehended and impri- 
soned with Bradford; and, among them, Thomas Budd, 
and John Macomb. Tiie offence of the latter consisted 
in his having two copies of the address, which he gave 
to two friends in compliance with their request. 

The following was the warrant for committing Brad- 
ford and Macomb. 

“Whereas William Bradford, printer, and John Ma- 
comb, taylor, being brought before us upon an informa- 
tion of Publishing, Uttering and Spreading a Malitious 
and Seditious paper, intituled, An Appeal from the 
twen ty eight Judges* to the Spirit of Truth, &c. Tend- 
ing to the disturbance of the Peace and the Subversion 
of the present government, and the said Persons being 
required to give Securitie to answer it at the next court, 
but they refused soto do. These are therefore by the 
King and Queens Authoritie and in our Proprietarys 
Name, to require you to take into your Custody the Bo- 
dies of William Bradford and Jehn Macomb, and them 
safely keep till they shall be discharged by due Course 
of Law, Whereof fail not at your Peril; and for your 
so Doing, this shall be your sufficient Warrant. Given 
under our Hands and Seales this 24th of August, 1692. 

“These to John White Sheriff of Philadelphia or his 
Deputies.” 

Signed by Arthur Cook, and four others. 

The day after the imprisonment of Bradford and his 
friends, a ‘‘Private Sessions,” as it was called, of the 
county court was holden by six justices, all Quakers, 
who, to put a better complexion on their proceedings, 
requested the attendance of two magistrates, who were 
not Quakers. 

This Court assembled, it seeras, for the purpose of 
convicting Keith, Budd, and their connexions, of sedi- 
tious conduct, and of condemning them without a hear- 
ing; but the two magistrates who were not Quakers, if 
we credit Keith and Bradford, reprobated the measure, 
and refused to have any concern in it, declaring, that the 
whole transaction was a mere dispute among the Qua- 
kers respecting their religion, in which the government 
had noconcern. They, however, advised that Keith, 
and others accused, should be sent for, and allowed to | 
defend themselves, and affirmed that if any thing like | 
sedition appeared in their practice, they would join | 
heart and hand in their prosecution. To this the Qua- 
ker magistrates would not consent, and the others in 
consequence left the court. The court, then, as is sta- | 
ted ina pamphlet; “proceeded in their work, and as | 
they judged George Keith in their spiritual court, with- 
out all hearing or trial, so in like manner, they prosecu- 
ted him in their temporal court without all hearing.” | 
The pamphlet further states that “one of the judges de- 
clared that the court could judge of matter of fact with- 
out evidence, and therefore without more todo, proclaim- | 
ed George Keith by the common cryer, in the market 





* “Twenty eight,” meaning those who condemned 
Keith, in what he called “‘their Spiritnal Court.” 

+ This pamphlet is entitled, ““New England Spirit of 
Persecution, transmitted to Pennsilvania, and the Pre- 
tended Quaker found Persecuting the True Christian 
Quaker in the Tryal of Peter Boss, George Keith, Tho- 
mas Budd and William Bradford, at the Sessyons held 
at Philadelphia the Ninth, Tenth, and Twelfth days of 
December 1692. Giving an account of the most Arbi- 
trary Proceedings of that Court.” 


place, to be a seditious person, and an enemy to the 
king and queen’s government.” 

Bradford and Macomb, who had been imprisoned, ap- 
peared at this court, and requested that they might be 
brought to trial; pleading that it was very injurious to 
them, and their families, to remain in confinement. They 
claimed, as free born English subjects, the rights secur- 
ed by Magna Charta, among which was the prompt ad- 
ministration of justice; and Bradford, in particular, de- 
sired that his trial might then take place, ‘because, not 
only his person was restrained, but his working tools, 
and the paper and books from his shop, were taken from 
him, and without these he could not work and maintain 
his family.” 

Soon after this session of the court Bradford was, by 
some means, released from his confinement. It is said, 
that in the examination of the ‘frame.’ the jury not being 
acquainted with reading backwards, attempted to raise 
it from the plank on which it was placed, and to put it 
in a more favorable situation for inspection; and that one 
of them assisting with his cane, pushed against the bot- 
tom of the types as the form was placed perpendicularly, 
when, like magic, this evidence against Bradford instant- 
ly vanished, the types fell from the frame, or chase as it 
is termed by printers, formed a confused heap, and pre- 
vented further investigation. 

Bradford having incurred the displeasure of the do- 
minant party in Pennsylvania, and receiving encourage- 
ment to settle in New York, he, in 1693, removed to that 
city; but it is supposed he had a concern in the press, 
which was continued in Philadelphia. 

Bradford continued to print for the government of N. 
York, and during thirty years, was the only printer in 
the province. 

On the 16th of October 1725, he began the publica 
tion of the first newspaper printed in that colony. 


He continued his residence in the city, and enjoyed a 
long life, without experiencing sickness or the usual in- 
firmities of age. Several years before his death, he re§ 
tired from business, and lived with his son William, in 
Hanover square. As early as 1728, he owned a paper 
mill at Elizabethtown, N. J. When this mill was built, 
I cannot determine; but I believe it was the first that 
was erected in New Jersey; and, it is not altogether 
improbable that it was the first built in British America. 


On the morning of the day which closed his life, he 
walked over a great part of ghe city. He died May 23, 
1752, aged ninety-four. The New York Gazette which 
announced his death on the Monday following; mentions, 
‘that he came to America geventy years ago; was prin- 
ter to the government upwards of fifty years; and was 


a man of great sobriety, and industry; a real friend to” 


the poor and needy, and kind and affable to all:—His 
temperance was exceedingly conspicuous; and he was 
almost a stranger to sickness all his life. He had left 
off business several years past, and being quite worn 
out with old age and labour, his lamp of life went out 
for want of oil.” 





GENERAL STATEMENT OF THE COMMERCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


We have compiled the following table from the dif- 
ferent tables, contained in Seybert’s and Pitkin’s statis- 
tics, to the year 1815—from that period to the end, we 
have been favoured with the necessary documents from 
the Register’s office at Washington. The whole toge- 
ther, forms probably the most complete view of the 
commerce of this state from its commencement to the 
present time, that has ever been published. In a future 
number we may make some further observations on 
these tables, which we have not leisure at the present 
moment to do. 
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REWARD OF MERIT. 
Harrisburg, Penn. April 11th, 1826. 
Cartais Davin Conner, 
United States Navy. 
Sir—It affords me great pleasure to convey to you a 


copy of a preamble and resolution, unanimously adopt- | 


‘ed by the legislature of Pennsylvania, and to have the 
opportunity of communicating to you the h'gh sense the 
‘government of Pennsylvania entertains for your guod 
conduct and intrepidity, displayed as an officer of the 
United States navy, in two, among the most brilliant 
naval engagements of the late war. 

Arrangements have been made to have the sword di- 
rected to be presented to you, prepared for that pur- 
pose, as early as practicabic. 

I have the honour to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
_ J. ANDW. SHULZE. 

Sir—I have had the honour to receive your letter of 
the 11th inst. accompanied with a ‘copy of the pream- 
ble and resolution unanimously adopted by the legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania.” This flattering testimony of the 
approbation of my native state, so obliginzly communi- 


cated by your excellency, has penetrated me with the | 


deepest gratitude. 

In return, I can only pledge myself to use the sword 
which has been so liberally voted to me, in such a cause, 
and on such occasions, as must receive the sanction of 
the patriotic authorities from which it emanated. 

Be pleased to accept the assurance of the very high 
regard of your excellency’s most obedient servant. 

D. CONNER. 
His Excellency J. Axprew Savuzz, 
Governor of the state of Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia, April 15th, 1826. 
Srcrerary’s Orrice, 
Harrisburg, June 15, 1827. 
Gronse B. Porter, Esq. 
Adjutant General of Pennsylvania. 

Sir—by a resolution of the legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia, of the twenty-fifth of February, 1826, an official 
copy of which is herewith transmitted, the governor was 
requested to procure and present, in the name of the 
commonwealth, to captain Davin Connex, of the Unit- 
ed States’ navy, for his good conduct and intrepidity, 
displayed in two of the naval engagements with the 
enemy, during the late war, an appropriate sword; not 
to exceed in price the sum of four hundred dollars; and 
the governor having received information that the sword 
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| the several courts, the mayor, recorder, aldermen, and 


select and common councils of the city of Philadelphia, 
and a large assemblage of cit'zens. A copy of my a- 
dress to Captain Conner, and his reply, are hereto an- 
nexed. 

Hoping that what has been done will mect with your 
approbation, I have the honour to be, with sentiments of 
/ much respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 

G.B. PORTER, 
Adj. General Pa. 


ADDRESS. 

Captain Conner—On this, the anniversary of the most 
/memorable day in the history of nations—and at that 
hall in which the independence of these United States 
| was first proclaimed to an astonished world, I have the 
| gratification of performing the most pleasing task which 
could devolve upon me—to communicate to you the 
| high sense which the government of this commonwealth 
| entertains for your good conduct and intrepidity, dis- 
| played in two of the most brilliant exploits of our naval 
forces during the late war, and to present to you, in the 
/name of the Governor of the commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, an appropriate sword, which has been procured 
agreeably to a resolution unanimously adopted by the 
legislature. 

In referring to the account of the capture of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s ship Peacock, by the United States 
sloop of war Hornet, in which you were acting lieuten- 
ant, your conduct is eminently canspicuous for undaunt- 
ed courage and great bravery, while the battle raged; 


| 
| 


| for consummate skill and matchless intrepidity in exe- 


cuting the order for the removal of the prisoners; and 
for that noble philanthropy and humanity exhibited ‘in 


| your unexampled exertions to save, at the imminent risk 
| of your own life, the lives of those whom you had so gal- 
|lantly defeated. Truly did your commanding officer, 
the immortal lawrence, in his official report to the Se- 


i 


cretary of the Navy say, ** he would be doing injustice 
to your merits, were he not to recommend you particu- 
larly to his notice.” 

Nor, sir, is there less to applaud in your patriotic and 
meritorious conduct, when, while first lieutenant in the 


same vessel, she captured the Penguin. Not evena 


desperate wound, nor the expectation that impending 
fate seemed to have decreed that in a few moments more 
your gallant spirit should wing its flight to eternity, 


could daunt your courage, while victory was yet uncer- 


tain. No, sir, although exhausted by loss of blood, so 
copiously shed for the honour of your country, you 
maintained your post with heroic ardour, and lived to 


is now prepared and ready for delivery, has instructed | witness a glorious victory, in which you acted so noblea 
me to inform you, that it is his wish that you will repair | part, that well might the brave captain Biddle say, as he 
to the city of Philadelphia, and on his behalf, and in the | did, “ yon were an officer of much promise, and that 
name of the commonwealth, present the said sword to | your conduct was in the highest degree creditable to 
Captain Conner, agreeably to the said resolution of the | yourself, and called for his warmest recommendation.” 
legislature. Idee sir, is not flattery. It is honour to the brave, for 


I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
I. ). BARNARD. 
Anscutant Geverau’s Orrice, 
Lancaster, November 9, 1827. 
His Excellency, J. ANpREw Savzz, 
Goternor of Pennsylvania. 

Sir—It becomes my duty to report to you that agree- 
ably to your wish, as expressed in the letter of the Se- 
cretary of State of the 15th of June last, I repaired to the 
city of Philadelphia, and on the 4th day of July present- 
ed, on your behalf, and in the name of the common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, to captain David Conner, of the 
United States’ navy, the sword which had been prepar- 
ed by Messrs. Fletcher snd Gardiner, under your direc- 
tions, agreeably to a resolution of the legislature, passed 
on the twenty-fifth day of February, 1826. The cere- 
mony of presentation was performed in front of the state 
house, in the’ presence of commodore Bainbridge, cap- 
tain Elliott, and the other naval officers attached to the 
station, and then in the city, General Patterson’s bri- 
gade of volunteers, the Cincinnati society, the Judges of 


conduct which has aided in establishing for our country 


la character the most exalted, and which has covered 


you and the other officers of our navy, with imperisha- 
ble glory. ; 
Pennsylvania has always vied with her sister states; 
has taken a just pride in conferring honours on her na- 
tive citizens. And I can truly say, no one more heartily 
applauds this patriotic zeal, than our present executive, 
Governor Shulze. It is a source of pleasure and satis- 
faction to him, that during his administration he has the 
opportunity of procuring and presenting this sword, to 
one so justly entitled to it; whose achievements have 
aided so muchin convincing the world that, man to man, 
and ship to ship, the star spangled banner is invincible; 


| that however contemptible the “striped bunting” had 


been in the eyes of the British navy, their proud banners 
were and ever will be humbled by the unconquerable 
bravery and superior skill of American spirits. 

In this sentiment permit me to tell you, I most cor- 
dially concur. And although I regret, exceedingly, that 
this ‘tribute of respect”—this honour justly due, has 
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been so long withheld; which can only be accounted for 
by your extreme modesty, and that of your friends, in 
not presenting your claims and services to the notice of 
the government of your native state; yet I trust you wiil 
not consider it the less acceptable, when you are assur-. 
ed that the resolution which [ present you was unani- 
mously adopted, as soon as it was offered, and that every 
citizen of Pennsylvania believes, that should the go- 
vernment of the United States, at any time hereafter, be- 
come engaged in war upon the ocean, nothing but an 
opportunity will be wanting to convince them, that you 
continue worthy of their partiality and kind feeling; that 
you will do honour to the state which gave you birth; that 
you are deserving of that high recommendation, which 
in your youth you obtained; that you are capable of tak- 
ing the place of Decatur, Perry, Lawrence, and those 
other naval worthies, who, though called from this to, 
we trust, a better world, have left their names and cha- 
racters as imperishab'e as the world itself; that you are 
destined to be one of the most honoured and illustrious 
among the bravest of the brave. 
CAPTAIN CONNER’S REPLY. 

It is with emotions oi the deepest sensibility that I re- 
ceive this most gratifying evidence of the approbation 
with which the government of my native state has view- 
ed my public services. A splendid testimonial of this 
character, emanating from a state, distinguished for her 
enlightened patriotism, constitutes the highest reward 
to which an officer can aspire. The sons of Pennsylva- 
nia engaged in the national service, may well be proud 
of their birthright, since she loses no opportunity of re- 
warding the humblest of them, who have acqnitted 
themselves in a satisfactory manner, while engaged with 
the enemies of our country. 

For the kind and flattering manner in which you have 
been pleased to notice my humble services, | offer to 
you my most respectful thanks. I also beg leave to of- 
fer, through you, to the members of the legislature, and 
to the distinguished patriot who now occupies the exe- 
cut ve chair of the state, and whom you now represent, 
my most heartfelt thanks for the honour which has 
been this day conferred upon me. The splendour of the 
reward which you have so handsomely bestowed, has 
far exceeded my deéserts; and though I cannot hope to 
fulfil the h'gh expectations. which you have been pleased 
to express; yet it shall be my constant duty to exercise 
all the talents and zeal | may possess, when an opportu- 
nity shall again offer, to defend the rights of our beloved 
country. (Journal of the Senate. 


a ST 


(From the Village Record.) 
MAUCH CHUNK—In concivstoy. 

A few steps from the landing of the raft brought me 
to the Mauch Chunk Hotel, a large and elegant build- 
ing, well finished and furnished, and crowded with well 
dressed, fashionable people, evidently strangers, on a 
visit to the mines. A glance round the tea-table, told 


where each axle-tree is subjected to friction. Fourteen 

wagons move together in a section, and two sections go. 

down at the same time. All being ready, the bugle of 

the coachman sounded, and the eompany saw the twd 

sections start. Very little effort was necessary to set 

them in motion. At first they went off slowly, gaining 

yelocity as they advanced. One man is sufficient to 

each section of the wagons; and of course twenty-one 

tons of coal. He mounts a little box behind, and by the 

simple pulling of a rope, restrains their speed to any , 
point between twenty miles and one mile anhour. He- 
has the train in perfect command: Nextto the twosec: 

tions, and perhaps 40 perches im the rear, came the 

pleasure carriages filled with company from the Hotel; 

ladies and gentlemen. Of these there were fourteen or 
fifteen. ‘The coachman, a merry fellow, yet exceeding: 
ly civil and obliging, took his seat, called to his horses; 
cracked his whip, and away we went at fine speed. 

After us came a section of boxes, filled with mules 
and horses, troughs before them filled with provender, 
which they eat with as much freedom as if in thei? sta- 
bles, as they roll along the rail-way. ‘The road is made 
by laying logs across it, perfectly bedded and levelled, 
a foot perhaps a part; on these, lengthwise, and running 
withthe road, and on each side wide enough apart for 
the wheels to run, are fastened two timbers six or se- 
ven inches square. On these are nailed bars of iron. 
This simple—very simple construction, constitutes the 
rail-road. Consider yourself standing a few perches 
from the way. Hear you that distant rumbling sound 
like an earthquake? In an instant behold those wagons! 
with what speed they come, yet how regular are their 
movements!—how easily they guide!—with what faci- 
lity they turn with every turning of the road! A lever 
is fixed to each wagon from near the front left wheel, 
and rises above the side of the car; by pulling that le- 
ver back, by the most simple machinery; every whecl is 
clasped by two semi-circular pieces of wood. The fric- 
tion thus produced retards or instantly stops the wagon, 
however fast it may be going. All these levers are fast- 
ened together by a rope, the end of whichis held by the 
one who guides, so that at pleasure, he can stop the 
whole train with scarce an effort. 

Behold the pleasure carriages coming! The driver has 
let the coal train get a mile ahead—for that moves only 
about five miles »n hour, though it might go 10 or 15, or 
even more, but five is deemed most prudent. The rogue 
has let the way become clear to show the company the 
speed of his fleet steeds. They are of the same train 
with those of Achilles, begotten by the wind—aerial 
coursers. Imagination can scarcely conceive their swift- 
ness. He cracks his whip—speaks sharply, as if he had 
really Xanthus and Balius before him; the carriages 
glide with the velocity of the swallow, and almost with 
its apparent ease—a breeze seems to meet you, so 
swiftly do you press upon the air—the respiration be- 
comes more hurried. Scarcely have you tasted the 


me there was both beauty and grace among the female | pleasure of this rapid motion before you approach the 


visitants. An examination of the book, where each per- 
son’s name is recorded, informed me that some of the 
first characters and talent of the state, were guests at 
the mansion. After ah early breakfast, the bugle 
sounded to rally all the company who wished to visit 
the mines and view the rail-road. Behold us on the 
summit level, a mile from the mine—and eight from, the 
river, preparing to retarn—a sky clear—a gentle 
breeze and pure air, bracing the frame, and giving 
buoyancy to the spirits. A brigade of fifty-three wagons 
was drawn up on the rail-road, each loaded with a ton 
and a half of coal. ‘The wagons are square boxes, wid- 
ening at the top; some of wood—some of sheet iron, 
running on low cast iron wheels, of 18 to 24 inches dia- 
meter—the felloes four inches broad; cast with a flange 
on the inner edge to keep the wheel in its place on the 
rail-way. The axle-tree, of iron, turns with the wheel. 
A tin tube is inserted, having a piece of sponge at the 
bottom, to permit oi) to trickle through constantly, 


coal train. The driver calls gently to his steeds, and ina 
moment, by his lever, the carriages are moving slowly 
and gently along the smooth way. 

And lastly, what do you see? Did even imagination, 
in its wildest flights, ever picture to itself wagons laden 
with twenty-two tons running for many miles without 
aid, and more than this, that mules and horses should 
ride in coaches, feasting by the way like London turtle 
fed aldermen! The whole view of the descent of the 
wagons, coaches, and mule boxes, is one of the most in- 
citing, extraordinary—pleasing and wonderful, that I 
have ever beheld. Wonderful—wonderful! agaim and 
again, exclaimed every one to whom it wasnew. On 
returning, three mules draw up four carts ce wagons. 
The ascent being moderate the labour is light. Fwo 
hundred tons are delivered at the landing a day, at a 
cost of about 22 cents per ton. I used to give 34 and 4 
dollars a ton for hauling coal from the mine. The coal 


| field itself is an object of curiosity. Rail-roadsare laid 
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through the openings in all directions, and numerous 
hands employed in quarrying coal, loading wagons, and 
removing rubbish. No description can give a just idea 
of the depth, extent, and value of this vast and inexhaust- 
ible mine. Coal enough seems presented to the eye to 
last for centuries, and yet examination shows, that for 
several miles in various directions from the place now 
working, there is coal in abundance. 

When the wagons arrive at the brink of the mountain 
near Mauch Chunk, they are one at a time let down the 
chute to the coal house, which projects over the water, 
and from which the boats are laden. The chute is 700 
feet in length—the perpendicular height 230 feet. You 
will at once see how extremely steep must be the de- 
scent, and how heavy the pressure of 30,000 weight of 
coal in a heavy wagon. Yetso simple and sure is the 
process of descending, that without the slightest acci- 
dent or disorder, thousands of tons are let down yearly. 
The loaded wagon in descending draws up the empty 
wagon, there being a double rail-way down the chute. 
A large drum, round which the rope is wound, turning, 
lets off the rope which is fastened to the descending 
wagon, and at the same time winds up the rope to 
which the empty car is attached. It is curioas to see the 
car which has left its load, starting as if by itself—for the 
distance is so great you ean scarcely observe the rope 
that draws it—and coming rapidly up the steep. To 
prevent the drum from revolving too rapidly, and letting 
the wagon descend too swift, a band of iron clasps one 
end. ‘his band is drawn close, by a lever, or loosened, 
giving at pleasure any velocity to the cars tiie manager 
pleases, or stopping both mid-way, in a moment. I feel 
how very imperfect is this description. Words cannot 
give an idea of these works—much less those so feeble 
as mine. To awaken liberal curiosity is rather my ob- 
ject than to gratify it. Except the steam engine, I 
know nothing that gives so lively and strong an impres- 
sion of what the power and ingenuity of man may accom- 
plish. The astonishing ascendancy of mind over matter. 
These works are worth a journey across the Atlantic to 
see. ‘The intelligent and liberal should visit—admire 
and enjoy. The boats and other works [ described 
when there twoor three years ago, and need not repeat. 
The wild mountain scenery—the pure air and active 
exercise; are conducive to health and pleasure. The 
excellent aceommodations of Mr. Kimball, yield the tra- 
veller every comfort that the city would afford. To 
look along a table so well spread, having between 30 
and 40 guests, attended by ready, neat, and obliging 
waiters—the handsome furniture —the beautiful flowers 
upon the mantle-piece—you experience all the pleasure 
of intelligent and refined society in the midst of a dense 
population. Go to the window, and the lofty mountain, 
rugged and inaccessible, presents you the aspect of na- 
ture in her rudest form. You may there partake of the 
pure spring, as it gushes from beneath the mountain 
rock; or the bland Madeira from the “‘ south side,” and 
the finest vintage. At ten steps from the door you may 
penetrate the wildest solitude; or sitting in the neat car- 
petted parlour, surrounded by books, listen to the 
sweet-toned piano, touched with taste and feeling by 
some fair and accomplished hand. 

The canal to the Delaware is ina rapid state of ad- 
vancement, and will be wholly or nearly finished this 
fall. 

The reverse of my course home, may be agreeable to 
those who should like to visit Mauch Chunk. 


From West-Chester to White Horse ° ‘ 
White Horse to Moore’s (Pawling’s bridge) 9 
Moore’sto Cross Roads - < 2 


Cross Roadsto Evansburg - - - § 
Evansburg to Perkiomen : - oo 
Up Turnpike Ste ePO Peek oe ee 
Turnpike to Sumneytown - - - | 8 
Sumneytown to Millerstown . - « &¥S 


{Or leave Millerstown half a mile on your left.1 


Millerstown to Seger’s - evens: oe 
“er to Hogenbaugh’s, at Lehighton 12 
Lehightonto Mauch Chunk - - - © 3 

All the houses mentioned are excellent, Sumney- 
town would be the best stopping place for the night- 
On returning, by all means come through Bethlehem, 
and see that beautiful place. 

LONGEVITY. 

John Ange, a planter, between Broad creek and the 
head of Wicomoco river in swampy grounds, at that 
time reputed Maryland, now of the territory of Penn- 
sylvania, died about five years ago, aged one hundred 
and forty years, according to his own calculation, and 
his neighbours firmly believed it, from the tradition of 
their fathers. He had been totally blind with age some 
years before his death. He left a son of about eighty 
years, or more, who is already a great-grand-father, yet 
more hale, lively, and active than most men in thei 
prime, and has no y hairs. Both he and his father 
were of lean cOnstitutions, and lived poor and sparing, 
i. e€. on simple and natural food; not the nerve-destroy- 
ing teas and coffee; not kept in perpetual fevers b 
strong Madeira, nor provoking a sickly appetite by ri 
and high seasoned dishes; while the pure moisture of 
the soil prevented the pestilential, nervous, or putrid 
fevers and fluxes, so often epidemical and fatal in high 
and dry grounds, in these warm climates. 

Yours, M. W. 

June 30, 1775. —— (Pa. Mag. 

STEAM BOAT NAVIGATION. 
Statement showing the amount of steam-boat tonnage of 
each state and territory of the United States; also, the 

duty collected on the same, during the year 1827. 


Steam-boat ton Duty collected. 
STATES. ‘Fons. 95ths. Dolls. Cts. 
PEMD isan dence nb seces de 350 00 2t 00 
Rhode Island...........+.178 07 10 68 
Connecticut........... 1,652 72 99 12 
New-York.~.......++. 10,264 88 615 84 
New-Jersey ........0005 1,078 92 64 68 
Pennsylvania........... 1,580 04 94 80 
Delaware.................372 56 22 3 
Maryland...............-2,207 49 132 42 
District of Columbia...... 873 12 52 38 
Virginia. ...csscesscovees 946 57 56 76 
South Carolina......... 3,233 79 193 98 
Ms a ecvcdenscce 3,100 21 186 00 
Louisiana......... 17,003 37 1,020 18 
GOO BIR. 2s cvcccsesccccees 719 43 43 14 


Register’s office, April 15, 1828. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Statement of the Ridge Turnp tke Company affairs, for 
v the year 1827, pony fare, f 











Balance on hand Ist January, 1827....... $299 49 
PED BCT we Scie’ sins'n'n sees 00 eccotcccess 9662 6D 
$9,962 18 
PAYMENTS. | 

ORI, 4. codsicclssans cote &e $5,272 64 

NS li a's 0x ome'ecde 0 0,000 2,085 39 

BRPOMIOG oon isin sc ccs cee cece 111 10 
7,469 13 
Balance on hand ...... 2,493: 05 

DEBTS. 


Certificates of debt, bonds, 
NOtES. .... see eee e's eee $104,673 46 
Interest on same, unpaid... 46,305 29 





$150,978 75 
THOS. H. WHITE, Treasurer. 
Philadelphia, January 1, 1828. 





PRINTED BY WM. F. GEDDES, 
No. 59, Locust street, near Eighth, Philadelphia. 
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